"ART and RELIGION"
saves heaven from indifference.
Gustav Weiß
We strive to learn about the creation of the world and of life, and
about all the historic events which have occurred. We are overflowing with amazement about what we have come to know about
the history of mankind. The transformation in knowledge and skill
sweeps us along, even if we were not involved in how it developed.
Idea and Perception
“Art raises its head where religions decline”, wrote Nietzsche.
“Feeling, forced out of the religious sphere through the Enlightenment, throws itself into art.” Max Pechstein spoke of this too.
Neither yet knew what potential for miracles early human history
contained. All the great religions of the world offer a key that is
supposed to enable us to enter into the unknowable, where belief
becomes certainty. It is merely a virtual key, impressed and drawn
into the Talmud, the Bible and the Qur’an. We cannot overcome
this frontier, but according to Max Pechstein, the realm of creative imagination brings us closer to God when we create. And in
his Aesthetic Theory, Adorno went as far as to speak of "celestial
phenomenon” and “a trace of revelation”. With this, Pechstein and
Adorno meant that God spoke in images. This view first appeared in
the Renaissance, but the church insisted that God’s word be taken
literally as a “word”.
Humans have pondered on dominant forces, probably since they
have had a consciousness. They wanted to grasp these forces physically. Animals that were stronger or faster than humans embodied
the first supernatural forces; then followed human figures with animal heads, and finally gods in human form. Besides the forces of
nature, increasingly those of humans were to be represented. Rulers
became separated from the ruled. In Egypt, the pharaoh was entitled
to claim divine descent, and was equated with the god Re. The ruled
appeared on Judgement Day where their hearts were weighed by the
god Anubis.
Over a thousand years before the story of Genesis in the Old
Testament, the Egyptians in Memphis believed that the world was
created from the word of the Egyptian creator god Ptah when he
“spoke aloud the thoughts conceived in his heart”. In the book of
Genesis, God said, “Let there be light. And there was light.” The
earth was already in existence, it was “without form and void”. It
was only with light that the conditions for life were created. First
the earth “put forth vegetation”, which transformed the energy of
light into the chemical energy of biomass. “Let there be light” can
be seen as a symbol for the illumination of the human mind as a
return of the creation, which is possible for every human being. The
primordial light of the sun symbolises above all the grand order of
rise, zenith, fall and decay as a daily event of the recurrence of the
eternally same. However only thinking people become aware of this.
Moses, an Egyptian, may have heard of the creation of the world
from the word of the creator god Ptah, which was what people believed in Memphis. Abandoned by his mother in a basket on the Nile,
he was adopted by one of the daughters of Ramesses II (1303-1293
B.C.E.) and lived at court in Egypt. Because his form of monotheism
developed on Egyptian soil and included a great deal of Egyptian
beliefs, Egyptian mythology can be seen as the origin of Christian-
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ity. Tutankhamun, as far back as 1358-1330 BCE, had declared the
falcon-headed god Aton to be the only god. But this was a different
god. His headgear consisted of a large disc of the sun with a snake
coiled protectively around it. And now here was Moses with his
one god, not one from the Egyptian pantheon but one who created
humans in his own image. However, he was not there for everyone.
Just as every city had its god who gave the orders, the Hebrews had
their god too. He became the powerful city god of Jerusalem.
When Nebuchadnezzar II conquered Jerusalem in 597 BCE, upper class Hebrews were exiled in Babylon. They liked it so much
there that when the Persians freed them from captivity, they did
not want to go back. At home no one wanted them either. From his
divine chariot, God instructed the prophet Ezekiel to persuade them
to return.
At that time, Babylon was the largest city in the world with
200,000 inhabitants and it was a creative place. The architecture
was innovative. Hanging gardens, three and four storey living accommodation, made of mud bricks, with an atrium, a huge temple
district with the temple of the main god, Marduk, whom the other
gods served, with passageways between the buildings and the 52
mtr. throne room of Nebuchadnezzar. And lastly, the Tower, which
according to legend, could not be completed because God imposed
a confusion of tongues as a punishment. The god responsible was

Marduk and the tower was built in his honour.
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But this is why religious history is different: after the expulsion from paradise, God was dissatisfied with humans and punished them with the Flood. After this, the people migrated “into
the morning” and settled in the “Land of Shinar”. This is what
the Bible says. And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves
a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens.” Their king
was Nimrod, the founder and the king of the first empire after
the Flood. With the tower, he wanted to take revenge on God,
and it was also in case of a second flood. “The Lord descended
and said, ‘Behold, they are one people, and they have all one
language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do;
and nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for
them. Come, let us go down, and there confuse their language,
that they may not understand one another's speech.‘ So the
Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was
called Ba'bel.” Since 1913, there is archaeological evidence of
a tower in Babylon. In 1700 BCE, Hammurabi elevated the city
god Marduk to the highest god of the Babylonian kingdom. In
689 BCE, the city and the temple were destroyed by the Assyrians and then rebuilt. This reconstruction was completed by
Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562 BCE), but it was destroyed again
by the Persian king Xerxes I (486-465 BCE) and fell into decay.
In Nebuchadnezzar’s time, Babylon had a major ceramic
achievement to show. Clay and glass heated together and at
the same time adorned the Ishtar Gate and Processional Way
as large, colourfully glazed reliefs. There was nothing like it
anywhere else.
God’s Clay
To the question of the beginnings of life, all mythical peoples
had their own answers. Christianity believes what it says in the
Bible and what the Egyptians believed many thousands of years

ago, that humans were made from “clay”. Only through the invention of the electron microscope in 1931 did the mystery of
clay become revealed. From the depths of the earth, there must
have been alkaline volcanic eruptions, which became magma
after solidifying beneath the earth’s crust. Under the influence
of percolating water, the magma weathered. The water had to
be slightly acidic through dissolved carbon dioxide from plants
growing above, so it could not have been ground water. For
this weathering process, it was necessary for the water to leach
the alkalis and alkaline earths from the magma. A low water
table was a precondition for this as ground water does not contain the substances necessary for weathering. Annual rainfall
of at least one metre per square metre was also necessary. At a
depth of around ten metres, mother magma weathered to form
crystals in which the atoms are arranged in layers. The most
important of these are clay minerals with a two-layer crystal
structure, one of which has atoms arranged in an octohedral
structure, the other tetrahedral, with different atoms. The two
layers are held together with inner-crystalline water. All in all,
this is a process full of miracles because it looks as if someone
had stood and directed the arrangement of the atoms in the two
layers and as if the atoms with their electric charge had something approximating to a soul.
The atoms not required to form these layers fertilised the
plants, which also benefitted from the fact that the clay mineral
layer was so impermeable that it provided water for the plants.
How did the atoms know that they were to form layers and
where each one of them had its place? And how does it come
about that a compact rock weathers to form a plastic one, and
what are plastic rocks for anyway?
In the potters hand, the clay finds its way into the fire. If
you add alkalis and alkaline earths that were not involved in
forming the layers, the clay melts again like in the earth’s interior: when the temperature is high enough, a crystal forms in
it again with a three-dimensional lattice structure. The layered
structure cannot survive. It decays as soon as the crystalline
water that holds the layers together evaporates. With so many
inexplicable interventions in the creation of clay, it would be
all too understandable that mankind was made from it. Putting
it simply, from the material in the earth’s interior together with
water from heaven, clay foms. God’s clay.
In around 3000 BCE the Egyptians became acquainted with
the potter’s wheel as a machine they thought was capable of allowing God to create humankind on it. With the potter’s wheel
as a simple mechanical appliance, the ram’s headed god Chnum
achieved a perfection of which humans are incapable with their
bare hands.
God and the World
Two hundred and fifty-two million years ago, the earth prepared for the advent of humanity with 60,000 years of volcanic
seething. In the protection of the primeval ocean, the first living creatures lived on gases emanating from volcanic eruptions. Incredible: life from the earth’s interior! Humankind was
therefore not created from surface clay but from the depths of
the earth.
Through working backwards from the expansion of the universe, astrophysicists have calculated an infinite density of energy 13.8 billion years ago. They called it “The Big Bang”. It was
the beginning of material, space and time. But God, the law of
nature, was already there.

As far as we can see in any direction in the infinity of galaxies, we are the only people in the cosmos. When infinity has
entered our souls, it is no longer content with confinement. It
encounters religions, of which the major ones form two kinds
of groups right up to the present. One group presages reincarnation, the other the kingdom of heaven. A scientist tells of
how after a lecture on his world view, a woman approached
him and said it was all untrue because the earth rested on the
back of a turtle. He asked what the turtle is standing on? “It
goes all the way to the bottom,” she said. The turtle spread
throughout Asia from India more than 3,000 years ago. The
Indian god Vishnu was reincarnated as a turtle. Children are
still taught this at primary school. In our part of the world, they
learn that they go to heaven if they are good.
The human mind many thousands of years ago may not be
the same as today’s, but it is still the mind of the eternally same,
which humanism addresses. When Pope Benedict XVI stood
down in 2013, he relinquished the field of humanity under the
first Pope Francis in the tradition of Francis of Assisi from the
13th century, the guardian of earthly life. Pope Gregory XI had
previously revoked his prior canonisation. Religion is not only
humanity; instead it is also necessary because in times of need,
knowledge makes way to belief.
And the universe? It is as if a higher power had wished to
prevent astrophysicist Stephen Hawking speaking and that
modern technology had overcome this power. Hawking, now
75, contracted an incurable disease of the nervous system and
then a severe bout of pneumonia through which he lost the
power of speech. Since then, he has used a speech computer
that he controls solely by movements of his cheek muscles and
his eyes. In 1981, he took part is a cosmology conference in the
Vatican, where he said that the universe had no edge, no beginning and no end and needed no creator god. “Where would be
the space for a creator? Because there is a law such as gravity,
the universe can and will create itself from nothing.” In an
audience with Pope Bendict VI, the pope greeted him with the
words, Do not say there is no God. With the Big Bang, his word,
he created the world. Hawking countered that space had no
beginning. It was infinite in all directions. It created itself out
of nothing. In mythology too there is a god, Atum, the highest
god among the gods, who created himself. His soul climbed the
primordial mound out of the primordial waters, and he created
the heavens with the sun and the moon.
“The greatest happiness for the thinking man,” said Goethe,
“is to have fathomed the fathomable, and to quietly revere the
unfathomable.”
With scientific advances, social knowledge has also advanced. It does this because scientific knowledge flows into
the culture in which we live and make our decisions. If this
were not the case, and scientific knowledge were restricted to a
small group of people, Einstein said the philosophical spirit of
the people would be weakened and it would lead to its intellectual impoverishment. We have thus now reached a quality that
centres on life, thought and knowledge. All three are interwoven, all have a depth and a surface. The desire to shape and to
change things has been a part of human nature from generation
to generation. What we shape is not intended to continue tradition but it has to draw on the whole expanse that lies open to
us, even if we reach a frontier where we have to say, “I know
that I know nothing.” The path to this border makes us happy
and leads to the world becoming ever more intellectual.
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