
 

Social and cultural change in the his-
tory of humankind can be deduced 

from ceramics. It is an example of the po-
tency of Olympic virtues in evolution. Fast-
er, further and higher is a law of nature in 
human development that nobody invented 
and which is fulfilled.

The motto of the Olympic Games does 
not go back to the Ancient Greeks as one 
might expect but to the Latin scholar and 
Dominican priest Henri Didon in the late 
19th century, and it is not even always 
quoted and translated in the same way. 
Soemtimes the Latin word “fortius” is ren-
dered as “stronger”, sometimes as “further”. 
This motto cites virtues that not only apply 
to the athlete’s desire to win but can also 
be valid in a historical dimension. Society, 
economy and culture change faster today 
than ever before. Globality makes it possi-
ble to experience the world in a wider sense. 
Average IQ values are higher today than in 
the past.

Societies begin in a primitive state and 
civilise themselves further. People learn so-
cial behaviour in the society they live in and 
societies are said to change because genes 
change. Our genes are changing now a hun-
dred times faster than in the Stone Age as 
geneticists at the University of Utah have 
recently discovered. As we are changing 
faster and faster, not only living conditions 
are changing faster, further and higher but 
knowledge is too. In a very special way. How 
does it happen that in the animal and plant 
kingdoms as well as among microorganisms 
there are species that have existed almost 
unchanged for millions of years whereas 
humankind has gone through great changes 
in its brief life span. The demands of life and 
survival are more complex for humans and 
their evolution assumes ever more complex 
forms. 

The thinkers of the Enlightenment sought 
logic, order and scientific truths that define 
the course of human history. Then, a century 
later, Charles Darwin arrived with his theory 
of the origin of the species. The view was 
no longer tenable that humans entered the 
world as a finished design. Their evolution 
changed the world. Evolution is translated 
as development. But they are not the same 
thing. Evolution is like erosion; it emerges 
to the surface from the depths.    Develop-

ment on the other hand is an unfolding or 
unwrapping of something that is already 
there. Scientists now sought the deeper 
causes of evolution and found them in the 
genes. But a paper at the MIT in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts from 2005 (Evolution in Four 
Dimensions) says evolution is a much more 
complex process and cannot be referred 
exclusively to the genes: not the genes but 
separate, specially well adapted individuals 
are selected. Most characteristics or behav-
iour patterns that permit an individual to 
adapt flexibly to changing environmental 
conditions depend on many, perhaps many 
hundreds of various genes, which in turn are 
in a permanent exchange with molecular 
networks in the cells and organs. To do this, 
a superordinate information in the brain 
controls how the genes operate. Behaviour 
patterns and skills change on the other hand 
without the involvement of genes and are 
passed down from one generation to an-
other. 

All of this is true of the living environ-
ment and for humankind, not for inanimate 
objects. Darwin, who initially was only 
thinking of animals, claimed that they adapt 
to their environment and to circumstances. 
This is passive, like for instance gazelles, 

ground squirrels or young birds which have 
to protect themselves to survive. This is to 
neglect the active nature of humankind 
whose curiosity and thirst for knowledge 
boost IQ. The objects humans make change 
too but only inasmuch as the people who 
make them and the conditions in society 
also change, with the intellectuality of both 
increasing. Rising intelligence meant that 
ceramists were liberated from repetitive 
tasks by industrialisation, making the prod-
ucts cheaper and thus more readily acces-
sible to society in general. They are perfectly 
adapted to use, being nontoxic, hygienic, 
resistent to detergents and well designed. 
The world changes and the changes find ex-
pression in the intention of the individual 
henceforth to create objects as an objectifi-
cation of their mind, following the general 
tendency towards intellectualisation.

The most powerful law, which is fulfilled 
by the smallest and the greatest, the animate 
and the inanimate, is the law of becom-
ing and expiring, following the Gaussian 
bell curve. At its zenith, no one can imag-
ine that all this, the glorious buildings, the 
boulevards, the pyramids and the temples, 
the domination of other peoples will come 
to an end. But it all passes. Gradually, the 
memory of the past fades, of the empires of 
the Assyrians, the Persians, the Aztecs, the 
Ottomans, of Rome and the British Empire. 
In the past theories of evolution equated 
culture and technology in Western society 
with progress, and they were expected to 
provide a model for humanity as a whole. 
But today, we are far from claiming to be 
a higher civilisation, especially in ceramics, 
which is always emulating other cultures. 
The concept of “faster, further and higher” 
applies to the culture of individual societies 
in their own historical context.
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